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sUkimi bana (atumenum) is a variety of poisonous
leaf which is placed behind the corpse. Some-
times the leaves are even put into the coffin. They
were introduced in the old days because it was
believed that they would keep the corpse from
being violated by animals, especially cats which
might be demons in disguise.
Added to the above necessities is the cost of
decorative flowers, real or of paper.
The paper flowers which are made up into
wreath shapes, may either be rented or purchased*
Rental is from two yen up for a day. Most of
the wreaths are sent by friends of the bereaved and
one never knows how magnanimous they really
were until after the funeral when the number of
rented wreaths may be counted by their absence.
When the wreaths are purchased, they cost twenty
yen or more, Mr. Maki said. After the funeral^
the family either has the wreaths burned or sells
them second-hand. Second-hand wreaths are
resold to country undertakers for rental* "Wreath
rental sometimes has its crises. In small towns
where the supply is limited, several funerals on
the same day may boost the rental price tbtee ot
four hundred per cent. In the old days these
wreaths were gay affairs, not sombre white*
black and silver as they are now* Yellows and